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One of the five was accused of stealing the matron's
money-box: Strickland, the head boy, takes a firm
line: " Strickland took a step forward. ' There will
be a prosecution/ he began protestingly. ' Silence! '
thundered the doctor. ' How dare you attempt to
usurp my position, sir? * Strickland fell back in
dismay. ' I shall certainly write to my father! ' he
muttered, 'He will not allow me to stay! ' Dr.
Braemar rang for an assistant master, ' Strickland,
leave my presence/ "

It must have been nice to be Head Master of
Thistledown Academy.

The mention of Dr. Farrar, himself a Master of
Marlborough, reminds me of a Marlburian anecdote
concerning him. His memory was prodigious, and
it was said that he declared that if Paradise Lost were
unfortunately lost again he could reproduce it. I
quoted this saying to a master who had served under
him, and his comment was, " Yes, he had a marvel-
lous memory: I have very often heard him quote
Paradise Lost, but I have never heard him quote it
right! "

But, as a great thinker has truly observed, all
things come to an end, and in 1891 it was time for
me to leave Marlborough. I will spare my readers
any account of the last days spent there, and of the
final walk round the Eleven and the Court, for either
they will have walked round similar places for them-
selves in very similar circumstances, in which case
words would be impertinent, or they have not, in